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Coal Scam Funds Allegediy Power I-PAC’s
Election Operations Across States

mRs 2,742 Crore Money Tra|I Under Scanner After ED Raids From Kolkata To Goa

‘Unsettling Precedent’ I-PAC Responds
to ED Raids Amid Political Storm

Organisation Voices Concern Over Searches, Pledges Full
Cooperation as Row Escalates in West Bengal

New Delhi: A fresh

political storm has erupted

following Enforcement
Directorate searches
linked to a massive
coal theft and money
laundering case in West
Bengal, with investigators
alleging that proceeds
from the scam were
diverted to fuel election-
related operations of
political consultancy firm
I-PAC, including activities
in Goa.

The probe centres
on an alleged coal
pilferage racket involving
illegal mining and theft
from leasehold areas
of Eastern Coalfields
Limited in West Bengal.
Investigators claim the
operation was run by a
well organised syndicate
with the support of local
officials, law enforcement
personnel and private
intermediaries. The
alleged network is
said to have extracted
and sold coal illegally
across several districts,
generating vast sums of
unaccounted cash over
multiple years.

According to
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investigators, the illegal
proceeds were collected
centrally and meticulously
recorded through digital
ledgers. The overall
amount generated
through the alleged scam
is estimated at over Rs
2,742 crore between late
2017 and 2020. These
funds were reportedly
moved through informal
cash channels and hawala
routes to avoid detection,
forming the basis of the
ongoing money laundering
investigation.

A key focus of the

inquiry is the alleged
transfer of around Rs

20 crore from Kolkata

to Goa during 2021

and 2022. Authorities
claim this money moved
through a complex

chain of financiers,
intermediaries and firms
before reaching vendors
and individuals associated
with election-related event
management. These firms
were allegedly engaged
by I-PAC to support

its political campaign
activities in Goa during
that period. Investigators
have also stated that
[-PAC’s senior leadership
oversaw the firm’s
operations in the state
where the funds were
purportedly utilised.
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New Delhi: The
Indian Political Action
Committee on Friday
issued its first response
following Enforcement
Directorate searches
at its office and the
residence of its director
in Kolkata, calling the
action a cause for
serious concern and an
unsettling precedent
for professional
organisations. The
statement came amid
an escalating political
confrontation between
the Trinamool Congress
and the Bharatiya
Janata Party over the
timing and intent of the
raids.

The searches were
conducted as part of
a money laundering
investigation linked
to an alleged coal

mining scam. I-PAC

said the developments
marked a difficult day
for the organisation

but stressed that it
remains committed to
cooperating fully with the
authorities. It asserted
that it has consistently
upheld high standards of
professional integrity and
would continue its work
without disruption, while
engaging with the legal
process in accordance
with the law.

Despite expressing
concern over the
implications of
the action, I-PAC
underlined that it would
remain unfazed and
continue to function
with accountability
and consistency. The
organisation emphasised
that it respects legal

institutions and will
provide all required
assistance during the
investigation.

The raids triggered
an intense political
backlash in West
Bengal. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and
the ruling Trinamool
Congress alleged that
the action was politically
motivated and aimed at
targeting the party ahead
of elections. Banerjee
personally visited the
area during the searches
and accused central
agencies of attempting
to seize internal party
documents, electronic
devices and sensitive
material related to
election strategy.

According to the
Trinamool Congress,

CONTD TO PAGE 06...

Jail Warden Suspended After
Viral Video With History-
Sheeter Sparks contrnversv
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‘Fraudulent’ mega project in Patnems Locals seek lﬂllll IIISIIGBII(III

Team Goemkarponn on the basis of a false
certification of the width of
an existing access road.
The residents
demanded an immediate
joint inspection of the
access road by the Town
and Country Planning
(TCP) Department, the
Public Works Department
(PWD) and local residents
CONTD TO PAGE 06...

CANACONA: Residents
of Patnem ward in
Canacona municipality

on Friday met Deputy
Collector and Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Prataprao Naik Gaonkar,
alleging that a mega
project in their locality was
fraudulently approved

Panaiji: The Goa Prison
Department has placed
a jail warden under
suspension after a video
showing him celebrating
with a known history-
sheeter went viral on

social media platforms.
Jail Warden Laxman
Padloskar, posted at the
Central Jail in Colvale,
was suspended on
Saturday following the
circulation of a video
in which he is seen
celebrating the grant of
bail to history-sheeter
Amogh Naik. The incident
has raised serious
questions about conduct
and discipline within the
prison administration.
Superintendent of
Police (Prisons) Sucheta
Desai confirmed the

suspension, stating that
the action has been
taken pending a detailed
departmental inquiry into
the matter.

The development
comes close on the heels
of strong observations
made by the Goa Bench
of the Bombay High
Court, which had, just two
days earlier, expressed
grave concern over the
alleged availability of
mobile phones and other
contraband items inside
the Colvale Central Jail in
North Goa.

BIP rejects ‘propaganda’ over Towar Lake, says PM Unity Mall poses no threat
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Panaiji: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
dismissed allegations
that the proposed
PM Unity Mall project
would damage Toyyar
Lake, calling the claims
“deliberate propaganda”
meant to mislead the
public.

In a statement issued
by the party, the BJP said
that some groups are

“JUNITY MALL

CHIMBEL

falsely claiming that the
PM Unity Mall is being
built next to Toyyar Lake
and that the project will
lead to pollution of the
wetland. “Don’t fall for
propaganda. Some are
deliberately misleading

people by claiming that
PM Unity Mall is being
built next to Toyyar Lake
and will pollute it,” the
BJP said. Clarifying the
location of the project, the
party said the proposed
PM Unity Mall site is
located at a safe distance
from the lake. “Fact: The
project site is around 500
metres away from the lake
and does not touch the
wetland in any way,” the
BJP stated.

The BJP also pointed
out that Toyyar Lake
has been officially
notified as a wetland
by the BJP government
itself, underscoring
its commitment to
conservation.

“Toyyar Lake is a
notified wetland by the
BJP Government, and we
remain fully committed
to protecting and
safeguarding it,” the party
said.
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he latest Enforcement
I Directorate raids

on the office and
residence of Pratik Jain,
co-founder of the Indian
Political Action Committee,
have reopened an
uncomfortable question
that refuses to go away.
Why does Goa keep
surfacing in India’s biggest
political money trails?
According to investigators,
the searches are linked
to an alleged routing
of proceeds of crime
connected to the coal
scam. ED sources claim
that nearly ¥20 crore was
moved out of Kolkata
through a web of domestic
and international hawala
channels and funnelled
to an event management
firm for political activities
during the Goa elections.
WhatsApp chats recovered
during the probe reportedly
identify a hawala operator
said to be linked to the coal
syndicate. These chats are
being cited as a key basis
for the searches.

These are allegations
and will be tested in
court. But the pattern
they point to is by now
familiar. Goa appears
again, not as a picturesque
tourist state, but as a
recurring destination for
unaccounted political
money.

Before this, the
Enforcement Directorate
had alleged that around
%100 crore from the Delhi
liquor policy scam was
diverted to fund the Aam
Aadmi Party’s campaign in
Goa. The party has denied
wrongdoing and challenged
the agency’s claims. Now,
in a separate case, the
Trinamool Congress finds
itself indirectly linked to a
Goa election trail through
the alleged coal scam
proceeds.

Different parties.
Different cases. Different
accused. The same state.
This coincidence demands
scrutiny beyond the narrow
confines of individual
investigations.

Goa has increasingly
become the preferred
testing ground for national
political ambitions. It is
small, manageable, media-
friendly, and symbolically
important. A win in Goa
offers outsized political
returns. It signals national

0

“Election campaigns
are expensive
everywhere, but in
Goa, the spending
intensity is amplified.
A compact geography
means saturation
campaigns. High
tourist inflow allows
cash to blend easily
with legitimate
hospitality and event
expenses. The presence
of a large informal
economy, from shacks
to nightlife, creates
natural cover for cash
movement. Shell firms,
event managers, and
advertising agencies
become convenient
conduits. None of this
proves criminality on
its own, but it explains
why Goa is structurally
vulnerable.

The deeper problem
is not just Goa. It is
the normalization of
election financing
through opaque and
illegal channels. When
alleged proceeds of
crime, whether from
liquor policies or coal
syndicates, are said
to end up in election
campaigns, democracy
itself becomes
collateral damage.”
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expansion, organisational
strength, and ideological
reach. Losing there is
less damaging than losing
a large heartland state.
That makes Goa an
attractive laboratory for
experimentation, including
the deployment of money
and power.

Election campaigns are
expensive everywhere,

but in Goa, the spending
intensity is amplified. A
compact geography means
saturation campaigns. High
tourist inflow allows cash to
blend easily with legitimate
hospitality and event
expenses.

The presence of a
large informal economy,
from shacks to nightlife,
creates natural cover for
cash movement. Shell
firms, event managers,
and advertising agencies
become convenient
conduits. None of this
proves criminality on
its own, but it explains
why Goa is structurally
vulnerable.

The deeper problem
is not just Goa. It is the
normalization of election
financing through opaque
and illegal channels. When
alleged proceeds of crime,
whether from liquor policies
or coal syndicates, are
said to end up in election
campaigns, democracy
itself becomes collateral
damage. Elections stop
being contests of ideas and
start resembling auctions.
What is equally troubling
is the selective moral
outrage. Parties cry
vendetta when agencies
knock, but remain silent
when rivals are targeted.
The public is left to choose
between competing
narratives of corruption
and conspiracy. The truth,
as usual, is buried under
political noise.

Enforcement agencies,
too, have questions to
answer. Raids timed
close to elections or
political realignments raise
doubts about intent, even
when cases have merit.
Transparent prosecutions
must follow investigations
that rely heavily on digital
chats and statements.
Otherwise, allegations
become headlines, not
convictions.

Goa’s repeated
appearance in these
scandals should push the
Election Commission to
rethink how campaigns are
monitored in smaller states.
Spending limits exist on
paper but are routinely
flouted. Cash seizures are
episodic and symbolic.
Real-time scrutiny of event
firms, advertising contracts,
and political consultancies
is minimal.

Transparency in Recruitment
but Trust Deficit Remains

oa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant’s recent warning
G to government job aspirants to beware of conmen

promises reassurance on one level but raises deeper
concerns about trust in public institutions. At a function where 85
candidates received offer letters for government positions, the
Chief Minister insisted that the recruitment process conducted
through the Staff Selection Commission is transparent and
merit based. He highlighted that computer-based tests leave
little room for confusion or favouritism and urged new recruits to
serve with integrity.

While this emphasis on transparency is important, it risks
sounding like damage control against a backdrop of recurring
allegations of corruption in Goa’s recruitment ecosystem. In
the recent past, the state has been rocked by a high-profile
cash-for-jobs scam, in which thousands of aspirants allegedly
paid money in the hope of securing positions. That case drew
attention not just because of the sums involved but because it
reflected a deeper erosion of faith among citizens who feel the
system is skewed.

Warnings against conmen are necessary, but they are not
enough. When job seekers are repeatedly told to exercise
caution, it underlines a failure of governance rather than
individual gullibility. It is incumbent upon the government to
demonstrate not just that its recruitment mechanisms are fair but
that the culture of irregularities linked to jobs has been genuinely
addressed.

True reform requires swift investigation, accountability for
those implicated, and regular public updates on measures that
rebuild trust. Only then will aspirants feel confidence not just in
the process but in the promise of equal opportunity.

Sandhya Sukhtankar, Bicholim

A Bridge That Connects More
Than Just Two Shores

The Goa government’s decision to float a 3275 crore
tender for constructing a bridge linking Porvorim to
Chorao deserves appreciation as a forward-looking
infrastructure initiative with long-term benefits. For decades,
residents of Chorao have depended almost entirely on ferry
services, making daily travel uncertain and time consuming,
particularly during the monsoon. A permanent bridge

will significantly improve mobility and reliability for island
residents.

Beyond convenience, the project addresses a basic
development gap. Better connectivity means easier access
to hospitals, schools, markets, and workplaces. For students,
senior citizens, and daily commuters, the bridge will reduce
both travel time and dependency on limited ferry schedules.
This is the kind of practical infrastructure that directly
improves quality of life rather than merely adding to headline-
driven projects.

The economic implications are equally important. Chorao
has immense potential in eco tourism, heritage tourism, and
small scale entrepreneurship, but poor connectivity has been
a constraint. A direct road link to Porvorim can unlock new
opportunities for local businesses while integrating the island
more effectively into Goa’s broader economic network. It can
also help decongest existing transport routes and distribute
growth more evenly.

It is encouraging that the government is investing in
infrastructure that benefits local communities and not just
urban centres. That said, careful execution will be crucial.
Environmental safeguards, traffic planning, and sensitivity
to the island’s ecological and cultural character must remain
priorities throughout the project.

If implemented responsibly, the Porvorim—Chorao bridge
will stand as a symbol of inclusive development, proving that
well planned infrastructure can connect people, opportunity,
and progress.

Vishwas Mayenkar, Chorao
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Panaji: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) is set to
name its vice president,
Valmiki Naik, as the new
State president in Goa,
party sources confirmed
on Friday. The decision
follows a period of
leadership uncertainty
after Amit Palekar
resigned from the post,
taking responsibility for the
party’s poor performance
in the recent Zilla
Panchayat elections.
The party was left
without a clear leader
after interim president
Srikrishna Parab,
appointed as General
Secretary (Organisation),

also stepped down. AAP’s
Goa in-charge, Atishi,
visited the State on Friday
to hold consultations with
office bearers and party
workers to address the
leadership vacuum.
Several names
were reportedly under
consideration, including
Benaulim MLA Venzy
Viegas, working president

Gerson Gomes, and vice
president Prashant Naik.
Ultimately, consensus
emerged around Valmiki
Naik, a long-time party
member and familiar face
in Goa politics. He is
expected to be formally
announced as the new
State president within the
next day or two.

Naik, associated with

AAP since its formation

in 2012, is seen as a

stabilizing figure who can
guide the party after recent
turbulence. Palekar’s

resignation followed the

party’s dismal performance

in the ZP polls, where it

won only one seat while

maintaining roughly a 6%

vote share, prompting
calls for swift leadership
decisions.Atishi’s
consultations emphasized

unity and sought to
reassure party workers

of AAP’s commitment to
strengthening its presence

in Goa. With Naik poised

to take charge, the party

aims to reinvigorate its
State unit and focus on

grassroots-level issues.
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Panaji: The High Court
of Bombay at Goa has
granted bail to Magsood
Ahmad Patloo, a resident
of Kashmir, who was
arrested in connection
with a drug trafficking
case registered by Anjuna
police.

Patloo was taken into
custody following a late-
night raid conducted on
August 3, 2025, during
which police allegedly
seized 1.77 kg of ganja,
56 grams of suspected
hydroponic ganja and cash
amounting to X7 lakh from
his possession.

The State opposed
the bail plea, arguing
that the accused was a
repeat offender with earlier

cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.
The prosecution also
expressed apprehension
that Patloo might flee,
citing that he hails from
Kashmir and does not
have a permanent
residence in Goa.

After hearing both
sides, Justice Shreeram
Shirsat allowed the bail
application, observing
that the quantity of the
seized substance did not
fall under the commercial
category.

GBA Urges Govt to Implement
Spatial Planning Through

Local Bodies
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PANAJI: Goa Bachao
Abhiyan (GBA) has
called upon the

State government to
operationalise spatial
planning at the level
of panchayats and
municipalities, in
accordance with the 73rd
and 74th Amendments
of the Constitution,
and to ensure
people’s participation
in the preparation of
Development Plans.

In a communication
addressed to the Chief
Secretary, GBA sought the
initiation of a structured
process to involve
local self-government
institutions in planning
activities.

GBA convenor Sabina
Martins said the demand
gains significance
following the amendment
to the Goa Panchayati
Raj Act, 1994, which was
approved by the Goa
Legislative Assembly
in October 2025 to
incorporate provisions on
spatial planning.

Martins stated that
the government is duty-
bound to ensure that
Development Plans are
prepared as mandated
under Article 243ZD of the
Constitution, as outlined
in the Panchayati Raj Act
and the rules notified on
February 12, 2008. She
explained that Article
243ZD(3) requires district

planning committees,
while preparing draft
Development Plans, to
take into account matters
of common interest
between panchayats and
municipalities.

These include spatial
planning, sharing of
water and other natural
and physical resources,
integrated development
of infrastructure and
conservation of the
environment. According
to Martins, adherence
to these provisions is
crucial for balanced and
sustainable development.

She added that
GBA has sought an
appointment with the Chief
Secretary, as head of
the State administration,
to understand the steps
initiated by various
departments following the
2025 amendment to the
Panchayati Raj Act and
the process being put in
place to implement the
new provisions.
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CANACONA: Elected
representatives, political
leaders and social
activists have warned
the Goa government

not to take the people of
Canacona for granted by
including the taluka in the
newly notified Kushavati
district without public
consent.

A meeting of elected
representatives, political
leaders and activists
was held at Shristhal
to deliberate on the
government’s decision to

create a third district —

Kushavati — comprising

four talukas, including
Canacona.

Participants were invited

to express their views
on both the benefits
and drawbacks of

Canacona’s inclusion.
Not a single speaker

supported Canacona’s
inclusion in the new
district. While a few
welcomed the creation
of a third district, some
even suggested the

formation of a fourth
district with Canacona as
its headquarters.

Speakers criticised
the government for
failing to consult the
people of Canacona
before taking such a
major administrative
decision.

They said the
inclusion of Canacona
in Kushavati district has
no mandate from the
people and demanded
that the taluka continue
to remain in South Goa
district with Margao as its
headquarters.

Goa not a Christian-majority state, just as Ghhattisgarh
isn’t only a Naxal state: CM \'ISlIIIII Deo Sal
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CANACONA:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai on Friday said

Goa is not a Christian-
majority state, just as
Chhattisgarh should not
be seen only through
the prism of Naxalism.
He was speaking

after inaugurating the
Silver Jubilee edition

of Lukosthav-25 at
Adarshgram, Poinguinim,
in the presence of

Goa Minister for

Arts & Culture, Tribal
Welfare and Sports &
Youth Affairs Ramesh
Tawadkar.“l had a
misconception that Goa

was a Christian-majority

state, just as many
people think Chhattisgarh
is a Naxalite state. But
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant informed me
that around 70 per cent
of Goa’s population is
Hindu. The people here
live in harmony and have
rich traditions. | have met
people here and found
them to be hospitable

and cultured,” Sai said.
Drawing a parallel, he said
Chhattisgarh too suffers
from wrong perceptions.
“Many think that when
one lands in Raipur,
they will hear gunfire.
But Chhattisgarh is rich
in iron, coal, bauxite,
lithium, diamonds and
gold. It is a progressive
state. With the double-
engine government and

the blessings of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah, we have broken
the backbone of Naxalites
and will eradicate
Naxalism by 2026,” he
said.

Sai also said the BJP
has worked to ensure
justice for the country’s
tribal population. “It is
because of the BJP
that Droupadi Murmu,

a daughter of the tribal
community, became
President of India, and |
too could become Chief
Minister. The BJP has
honoured the legacy

of Birsa Munda and
empowered tribals across
the country,” he said.
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Curtorim: A 57-year-
old man from Curtorim
was declared brought
dead at the Goa Medical
College and Hospital
(GMC), Bambolim, in the
early hours of Friday.
According to Maina
Curtorim Police, a
wireless message

was received at 12:26
am from the casualty
department of GMC,
Bambolim, stating that

Valentino Valadares
(57), a resident of
Padribhat, Sao José
de Areal, Curtorim, had

been brought dead.
During the inquiry, police
recorded the statement
of the deceased’s son,

who informed that
Valadares had been
suffering from kidney
disease, diabetes, and
low blood pressure

and was undergoing
treatment at GMC
Bambolim.

The body has been
preserved at GMC
Bambolim for medico-
legal formalities.Further
investigation is being
carried out by LPSI
Sonal Gaonkar of Maina
Curtorim Police Station.

Demolition Drive
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Rumdamol: A demolition
drive planned by the
Rumdamol Village
Panchayat was abruptly
halted on Friday after the
occupants of a disputed
property produced a last-
minute stay order from the
court.The Panchayat had
mobilised its machinery
for the demolition

following a court directive
in connection with a land
encroachment complaint.
Officials from the

Panchayat, Public Works
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Halted After Co
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Department, and the
Electricity Department,
along with a strong police
presence, were already at
the site when the action

was called off.

However, just as the
operation was about to
begin, the occupying
party produced a
temporary stay order
from the court, forcing the
authorities to suspend the
demolition. As a result, the
government machinery,
including bulldozers, was
withdrawn without any
action being taken.

Two missing Mumbai
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Baina: A boy and a girl
reported missing from
Mumbai were swiftly

traced at Baina beach on
Friday, barely an hour after
Mormugao police received
information about their
presence in the coastal belt.
The incident came to light
after a kidnapping case
was registered at Vile Parle
police station in Mumbai
following the disappearance
of the two teenagers.

Acting on a specific input, a
Mormugao police team led
by PSI Yeshwant Raikar,

along with PSI Saidatt Naik
and Vasco PSI Nikhil Desai,
immediately rushed to
Baina beach and traced the
teenagers safely.

Police sources said the
coordinated action and quick
response ensured that the
minors were located without
any harm. The operation
was carried out under the
supervision of Pl Sharif
Jaques.

Further formalities were
being completed in
coordination with the
Mumbai police, while the
teenagers were reported to
be safe and in good health.

Birch Nightclub Fire
Case: One More Arrested,
Total Accused Now Nine
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Anjuna: Goa Police have
arrested another key
accused in the deadly fire
that broke out at the Birch
by Romeo Lane nightclub
in Arpora last month,
claiming 25 lives.

The accused has been
identified as Bijay Kumar
Singh (38), a native of
Jharkhand, who was
working as the operations
manager of the nightclub.
Anjuna Police Inspector
Suraj Gawas confirmed
the arrest on Friday,
stating that Singh is the
ninth person to be taken
into custody in connection
with the case.

The tragic incident
occurred on December 6,
2025, when a fire erupted

inside the nightclub during
a crowded event. At the
time, over 150 tourists
were present at the
venue.

Investigators believe
the blaze was triggered
after electric firecrackers
used during the
programme struck the
wooden ceiling, causing
the structure to catch fire.

Meanwhile, the club’s
owners, Saurabh and
Gaurav Luthra, who were
earlier arrested in the
case, continue to remain
in judicial custody.

Police investigations
into the incident are
ongoing as authorities
work to fix responsibility
for one of the deadliest
nightclub disasters in the
state’s recent history.
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Canacona: A 61-year-old
British national was found
dead in her rented room
at Galjibagh, Poinguinim,
Canacona, on Friday
morning.

As per police
information, at around
10:22 am, Canacona
Police received a phone
call from Swapnil Bhandari
informing that a foreign
woman had expired inside
a room at Galjibagh.

Police rushed to the
spot and identified the
deceased as Katharine
Mary Babington (61), a
resident of London, United
Kingdom, who had been

staying in a rented room
at Galjibagh for the past
four months.

Police inquiry revealed
that at around 9:15 am,
her sister Rosemary
Patricia Babington visited
her room and found

Katharine lying on the
bed and not responding.
She immediately called
for an ambulance, and
the victim was shifted to
the Community Health
Centre (CHC), Canacona,
by 108 ambulance

services, where the
on-duty doctor declared
her brought dead.During
the inquiry, the sister
stated that Katharine
had been suffering from
breathing problems and
was undergoing medical
treatment for the same.

Police conducted
the scene of occurrence
panchanama and inquest
panchanama at the spot.
The body has been
preserved at the South
Goa District Hospital,
Margao, for further
medico-legal formalities.
Further investigation is
being carried out by PSI
Babu Dessai of Canacona
Police Station.

Goa Customs Seizes 33.16 Crore Worth
of Hydrononic Weed at Mopa Airport
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Mopa: The Air Intelligence
Unit (AIU) of Goa Customs
at Manohar International
Airport (MOPA) has
seized 9.036 kilograms
of hydroponic cannabis,
valued at approximately
%3.16 crore in the illicit
market, from a passenger
arriving from Bangkok via
Tashkent.

Acting on specific
intelligence, AlU officers

intercepted the passenger
upon arrival and carried
out a detailed examination
of his checked-in
baggage.

During the search,
officers recovered the
contraband concealed
beneath clothes inside
the suitcase. The
seized substance was
tested using the NDPS
field testing kit, which
confirmed it to be cannabis
(hydroponic weed).

The entire quantity of
9.036 kg of the banned
substance was seized,
and the passenger

was arrested under the
provisions of the Narcotic

Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985. Further
investigation is currently
underway to identify

the network behind the
smuggling attempt.Goa
Customs stated that it
remains committed to

its mission of building

a “Nasha Mukt Bharat”
and will continue to take
strict action against drug
trafficking through airports
and other entry points.
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Konkan Railway Recovers ¥20.27
Crore From Tlcketless Travel in2025

Team Goemkarponn

Margao: Konkan Railway
stepped up enforcement
against ticketless and
irregular travel in 2025,
recovering a total of ¥20.27
crore in fares and penalties
through extensive ticket-
checking operations
conducted across its route.
Railway officials said
the recovery was made
through a combination of
regular and special ticket-
checking drives aimed at
discouraging unauthorised
travel and ensuring safe
and comfortable journeys

for genuine passengers.
From January to
December 2025, Konkan
Railway conducted 8,481
special drives, during
which 3,68,901 cases of

unauthorised or irregular
travel were detected.

A significant number of
checks were carried out
in December 2025 alone,
with 998 special drives

conducted during the
month. These inspections
led to the detection of
43,896 ticketless and
irregular passengers,
resulting in the collection
of ¥2.45 crore as fare and
penalties.

The drives were carried
out at stations and on
board trains across the
Konkan Railway network
with the support of Railway
Protection Force personnel
and railway staff. Konkan
Railway has appealed
to passengers to travel
with valid tickets to avoid
inconvenience and fines.

New & Old Mandovi Bridges
to he Temporarily Closed on
January 11 for Insnectmn
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Panaiji: The District
Magistrate, North

Goa, has ordered the
temporary closure of both
Mandovi bridges in Panaji
on Sunday, January

11, 2026, to facilitate
routine inspection and
recording of deck levels.
As per the notification,
the New Mandovi Bridge
will remain closed to all
vehicular traffic from 6.00
a.m. to 7.30 a.m., while
the Old Mandovi Bridge
will be closed from 7.30
a.m. t0 9.00 a.m.The

temporary closures are
being undertaken to
allow technical teams

to carry out inspection
and measurements of
the bridge decks as part
of regular safety and
maintenance procedures.

Team Goemkarponn

Calangute:Police have
registered a case against
Nepalese national residing
in Calangute for allegedly
using a fabricated electricity
bill to obtain an Aadhaar
card, officials said.According
to the police, the accused
submitted the fake power
bill as proof of address at
the Indian Overseas Bank
branch in Margao while
applying for Aadhaar.

The matter surfaced after
a Calangute resident lodged
a complaint claiming that the
Aadhaar card was later
misused to

procure
a PAN card
without his consent or
knowledge.Following the
complaint, police carried
out a preliminary inquiry

and registered an offence
under sections related

to forgery and misuse of
documents. Authorities

said the investigation is in
progress to determine the
scale of the alleged fraud
and to check whether similar
attempts were made at other
locations.As part of the
probe, police are examining
bank records and all
documents submitted during
the Aadhaar application
process.

Curchorem BIP Yuva Morcha Seeks District HO
Status for Curchorem in New Kushavati District
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CURCHOREM: The
Curchorem BJP Yuva
Morcha has welcomed
the State government’s
decision to create the
new Kushavati district
but has demanded

that Curchorem,

instead of Quepem, be
designated as the district
headquarters.Addressing
a press conference on
Friday, Curchorem BJP
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Yuva Morcha president
Nikhil Shirodkar said
Curchorem was the
most suitable choice for
the headquarters due to
its central location and
existing infrastructure.

He pointed out that the
town enjoys strong road
and rail connectivity and
already has key civic and
administrative facilities.
Shirodkar recalled
that the proposal to
form a third district
was first raised in the
Legislative Assembly by
Curchorem MLA Nilesh
Cabral, after which Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant
announced the formation
of Kushavati district.

VR Maritime Services Pt. Ltd. Inaugurates Goa Office,
Strengthening Gommitment to Indian Seafarers
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VASCO: VR Maritime

Services Pvt. Ltd., a leading
name in crew management

and maritime services,
inaugurated its new Goa
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In loving memory of

Chandrashekhar
Anand Singbal

Birth: 25.12.1955 Death: 30.12.2025

office on Friday, marking a
significant milestone in the
company’s strategic expansion
across India. The new office
reflects VR Maritime’s steady
growth and its continued
commitment to providing direct
access, enhanced support,
and better career opportunities
to Indian seafarers, particularly
those from Goa.

The Goa office was
formally inaugurated by
Capt. Sanjay Prashar, Chief
Executive Officer, and Sonika
Prashar, Managing Director,
in the esteemed presence of
distinguished guests from the
maritime, legal, educational,
and public service sectors.
The expansion aligns with the
company’s long-term vision
of establishing field offices

across key maritime regions
of India, enabling closer
engagement with seafarers
and stakeholders.

Speaking on the occasion,
Capt. Sanjay Prashar
emphasized that Goa’s strong
maritime heritage and globally
recognized seafaring talent
make it a natural choice for
VR Maritime’s expansion. The
new office will facilitate direct
recruitment, training, and
welfare support, strengthening
relationships with local
seafarers and contributing
meaningfully to regional
development.

The inauguration
ceremony was marked by
a traditional Lamp-Lighting
ceremony, symbolizing unity,
transparency, and community
bonding. The event was
attended by staff members,
seafarers, and notable
guests, including Narendra
Sawaikar (former MP, Goa),
Capt. Viriato Fernandes
(MP, Goa), Capt. Imaculado
Avalon Barros Colaco
(Captain Superintendent,
NUSI Maritime Academy),
and Shivram Kamat (Director,
Institute of Maritime Studies,
Goa).
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12th Day Remembrance

Deeply missed and fondly remembered by:
Wife — Chandrakala
Son — Kedar
Daughter-in-law — Kavya

Daughter — Harsha
Son-in-law — Allan

Singbal n Nazareth Family.
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Ayodhya Enforces Strict Food and
Liquor Ban Around Ram Temple

B Non-Vegetarian ltems and Alcohol Prohibited Within 15
Km to Preserve Religious Sanctity

New Delhi: The Ayodhya
administration has
imposed a comprehensive
ban on the sale, supply,
and delivery of non
vegetarian food items and
alcoholic beverages within
a 15 kilometre radius of
the Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple. The move is
aimed at maintaining

the religious sanctity

of the temple town and
addressing concerns
raised by residents and
visitors.

The decision follows
complaints that non
vegetarian food was still
being made available in
parts of Ayodhya despite
earlier restrictions.
Authorities found that
some establishments
were bypassing the ban
by supplying such food

through online delivery
platforms. In response,
the administration has
now extended the
prohibition to include
online orders and

home deliveries of non
vegetarian items within
the designated zone.
Hotels, homestays,
restaurants, shopkeepers,
and food delivery
companies operating in
and around Ayodhya have
been formally instructed

to strictly adhere to the
new directive. Warnings
have been issued to
establishments found
serving or facilitating the
supply of non vegetarian
food or alcohol. The
administration has stated
that regular inspections
and continuous monitoring
will be carried out to
ensure full compliance
with the order.

The ban also brings
renewed attention

to the issue of liquor
outlets operating in
sensitive areas. Despite
a resolution passed by
the municipal corporation
last year to prohibit

the sale of alcohol and
non vegetarian food
along the Ram Path

and surrounding areas,
reports indicate that more
than two dozen licensed
liquor shops continue

to function there. The
latest order is expected
to tighten enforcement
and address gaps in
implementation.

Officials have emphasised
that the restrictions are
intended to respect the
religious sentiments
associated with

Ayodhya, especially in the
wake of increased pilgrim
inflow.

India’s First Transmedia Conclave,

Transcend Goa 2026, to Launch in Panjim

® Two-day summit set to unite creators from cinema,
publishing, gaming, and Al to explore multi-platform storytelling
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Goa: Goa is preparing to
host a pioneering event in
India’s creative landscape
with the inaugural
Transcend Goa 2026, the
country’s first transmedia
conclave. Scheduled for
15 and 16 January 2026,
the summit will take place
at the historic Marquinez
Palace in Panjim. The
event is organized by the
Entertainment Society

of Goa and Goa Future
Proof, with support from the
Government of Goa.
Conceived as a forward-

looking platform by Chief
Minister Dr. Pramod
Sawant, Transcend Goa
2026 seeks to bring
together leading minds
from cinema, publishing,
gaming, and artificial
intelligence to examine
how stories can extend
beyond a single medium.
The summit aims to foster
dialogue on creating Indian-
origin intellectual properties
(IPs) and showcase

case studies of content
successfully adapted
across multiple platforms,
from written narratives to
immersive experiences.

The conclave is positioned
as a hub for collaboration,
designed to promote
homegrown stories while
exploring strategies to
bring Indian content to
global audiences. Each
edition of Transcend Goa
is intended to grow in scale
and ambition, positioning
Goa as a notable center on
the international creative
economy map. Over two
days, the summit will
feature keynote addresses,
panel discussions, and
case studies led by a
distinguished lineup

of industry leaders.

<

TRANSCEND GOA

Speakers include Sajan
Raj Kurup, Chairman of
the Creativeland Asia
Group; producer Monisha
Advani; filmmakers Raja
Krishna Menon, Om Raut,
and Q; as well as industry
veterans Afsar Zaidi and
Caleb Franklin. Special
presentations will also be
delivered by Vipul Agrawal,
founder of a leading Al-
driven content production
company, Vignesh

Raja, co-founder of AR
Rahman’s META project,
and transmedia expert
Jean Pierre Magro, among
others.
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Modr's Vision for India’s
Technological Future

B Industry Experts Highlight Clarity, Ethics,
and Focus on Homegrown Innovation

New Delhi: Several top
innovators and startup
founders in the artificial
intelligence (Al) sector met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday to discuss
India’s Al roadmap,
ethical innovation, and the
country’s emerging role

in global Al development.
Following the meeting,
industry leaders praised
Modi’s deep understanding
of technology, his grasp of
India’s unique challenges,
and his emphasis on
building Al solutions rooted
in Indian languages and
data. Pratyush Kumar,
co-founder of Sarvam

Al, said the Prime
Minister’s perspective
was technically inspiring.
“India has vast diversity
and many languages, yet
there is unity. The Prime
Minister highlighted how
Al can reinforce that unity,
which was motivating

for us,” Kumar said.

Nikhil Malhotra, Chief
Information Officer at
Tech Mahindra, recalled
Modi’s analogy at an
earlier summit in France
about painting with the
non-dominant hand,
noting it reflected his
nuanced understanding
of Al challenges and
ethical application.
Siddharth Panwar, CEO
of NEURODX, said the
discussion reinforced the
need to focus on India-
specific solutions rather
than replicating Western

models. Parth Sarthi,
research engineer at GAN.
Al, credited the Prime
Minister’s vision for his
decision to return to India,
citing the availability of
resources, funding, and
an ecosystem capable
of supporting world-class
Al development. Arastu
Sharma, CEO of SHODH
Al, remarked that such
opportunities in India were
unthinkable a decade ago,
highlighting the growth of
deep-tech prospects.
Other industry
leaders emphasized
ethics, authenticity, and
global competitiveness.
Ayush Gupta of Genloop
stressed that Al in India
must remain ethical
and genuine, while
Ganesh Gopalan, co-
founder of GNANI Al,
was impressed by Modi’s
detailed understanding
of technical challenges
and practical solutions.
Srikanth Velamakanni
of Fractal Al noted the
focus on using domestic
data and creating models
that serve every citizen
in their native language.
Sravanth Aluru, CEO of
Avataar Al, highlighted
the clarity of purpose
given to industry players,
while Hrishikesh Bal of
Bharatgen appreciated
the Prime Minister’s
broader vision for Al
in science, innovation,
and transformative
applications.
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Coal Scam Funds Allegediy Power I-PAC’s
Election Operations Across States

Several individuals have been arrested so far, and
dozens have been named as accused in charge sheets
filed in the case. The alleged kingpin of the coal syndicate,
along with former police officials and senior coal company
personnel, remain under scrutiny. I-PAC director Pratik Jain
is also part of the ongoing investigation. The raids have
triggered intense political reactions, particularly after the
West Bengal Chief Minister entered premises searched
by the agency. This has escalated the matter into a high
profile political confrontation, with legal petitions filed
by both sides and sharp exchanges between ruling and
opposition parties. The case is currently being examined
under anti money laundering and criminal conspiracy laws,
and remains at the pre charge stage before the court, with
further proceedings expected in the coming weeks.

‘Unsettling Precedent: I-PAC Responds to ED Raids Amid Political Storm

the searches were
an attempt to intimidate
and interfere with its
organisational functioning.
The party claimed that
confidential political data
was at risk and accused
the central government
of misusing investigative

agencies for partisan
purposes.

The Enforcement
Directorate, on the
other hand, alleged that
its search operations
were obstructed and
moved the Calcutta High
Court, claiming that key

evidence and electronic
devices were taken away
during the process. The
Trinamool Congress

also approached the
court against the agency.
However, proceedings
were adjourned after
disruptions in the

courtroom.

The controversy
spilled onto the streets
on Friday, with Mamata
Banerjee leading a
large protest march
in Kolkata alongside
prominent figures from
the Bengali film industry.

‘Fraudulent’ mega project in Patnem? Locals seek joint inspection

to ascertain the actual width of
the road leading to the project site.

According to the residents,
they have been writing for several

days to the TCP Authority,

the Canacona Mamlatdar and
the Deputy Collector seeking
such an inspection, but their
representations have gone
unanswered. Anil Phaldesai, a

resident, told the Deputy Collector
that authorities were ignoring the
legitimate demands of the

people and had failed to give them
justice.
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“Incredible Opportunities Ahead
for Our Two Nations,” Says US
Envoy on India Return

B Ambassador Sergio Gor Signals Strong Push to
Deepen Strategic, Economic Ties

New Delhi: United States
Ambassador to India
Sergio Gor returned to
the country on Friday,
expressing optimism
about the future of
bilateral relations and
highlighting what he
described as “incredible
opportunities” for
cooperation between the
two nations. His arrival
comes at a time when
India US ties continue to
expand across strategic,
economic, and security
domains.

Shortly after landing,

Gor shared a message
underscoring his
enthusiasm about
resuming his diplomatic
responsibilities in India. He
conveyed confidence that
the partnership between

A
-

the two democracies is
poised for further growth,
reflecting shared interests
and long term strategic
convergence.

Gor was formally sworn
in as the US Ambassador
to India in November

at a ceremony held at

the White House. Even
before assuming office,
he had travelled to India
in October, where he

held meetings with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar, and National
Security Advisor Ajit
Doval. Those interactions
were seen as laying early
groundwork for closer
engagement and mutual
understanding.

Following his swearing

in, US President Donald
Trump publicly underlined
the importance of the
India US relationship and
expressed confidence in
Gor’s ability to strengthen
it further. Trump described
India as a key strategic

partner and emphasised
the depth of ties between
the two countries, noting
their growing cooperation
across multiple sectors.
He also highlighted the
strong rapport between
the American and Indian
leadership, calling the
relationship with Prime
Minister Modi both warm
and consequential.

After taking the oath

of office, Gor thanked
President Trump for
placing trust in him and
said he looked forward to
advancing cooperation
between New Delhi and
Washington. He noted
that his priority would

be to build on existing
momentum and deliver
tangible outcomes that
benefit both nations.

“Such Conduct Will Erode Public Respect”: Himanta Sarma
Targets Mamata Banerjee Over ED Raid Episode

New Delhi: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Friday launched
a sharp attack on West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee over
her conduct during recent
Enforcement Directorate
searches linked to the
Indian Political Action
Committee in Kolkata.
Describing the episode as
deeply disturbing, Sarma
warned that such actions

could damage public
confidence in constitutional
authority.Addressing the
issue in Guwahati, Sarma
expressed concern over

Banerjee’s presence
and actions at the raid
locations. He remarked
that a serving chief
minister stepping into

Al

an active investigation

site, taking possession

of official documents

and using harsh

language against senior
constitutional authorities
reflected conduct that went
beyond acceptable limits.
According to him, such
behaviour risks diminishing
the dignity associated with
high public office and may
erode public respect over
time.

Operation Sindoor Exposed
Pakistan's Military Gaps,
Says CDS Anil Chauhan

W Post-Operation Reforms Seen as Admission of
Structural Weaknesses in Islamabad’s Defence System

New Delhi: Chief of
Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan on Friday
said that India’s Operation
Sindoor forced Pakistan
to introduce constitutional
amendments and
restructure its higher
military organisation,
signalling deep
vulnerabilities exposed
during the operation.
Speaking at the Pune
Public Policy Festival 2026
at the Gokhale Institute of
Politics and Economics,
General Chauhan said
Pakistan’s post-operation
changes reflected an
implicit acknowledgement
that its existing command
and control mechanisms
had failed under pressure.
He noted that the
restructuring undertaken
by Islamabad revealed
serious flaws that became
evident during the conflict.
The CDS highlighted that
Pakistan abolished the
position of Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee and replaced
it with a Chief of Defence
Forces. Alongside this,
new bodies such as

the National Strategy
Command and the Army
Rocket Forces Command
were created. According
to General Chauhan,
these changes have
resulted in an unusual
concentration of land,
joint, and strategic military
authority in the hands

of a single individual.

He cautioned that such
centralisation runs against
the fundamental principle
of jointness and reflects

a land-centric outlook on
warfare. General Chauhan
warned that this approach
could create internal
stresses within Pakistan’s
military establishment
and weaken balanced
decision-making during
future crises.Addressing
queries on whether
Operation Sindoor had
triggered changes within
India’s own military
structure, the CDS clarified
that while the office does
not directly command the
three service chiefs, it
plays a critical operational
role.

As the permanent
Chairman of the Chiefs
of Staff Committee, he
said decisions are taken
collectively to ensure
integrated planning and
execution across services.
General Chauhan added
that the CDS has direct
oversight of emerging
operational domains,
including space, cyber,
electromagnetic, and
cognitive warfare, as
well as special forces
functioning under the
Integrated Defence
Staff framework.He also
spoke about the evolving
nature of global warfare,
stating that technology
has overtaken geography
as the primary driver of
military strategy.

‘Bhrasht Janata Party”:
Rahul Gandhi Targets BIP’s
Double-Engine Model

B Congress Leader Accuses Ruling Party of Corruption,
Arrogance and Systemic Failure Across States During
I-PAC Searches, Raises Governance Concerns

New Delhi: Congress
leader and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Friday launched a sharp
attack on the Bharatiya
Janata Party, branding

it the “Bhrasht Janata
Party” and alleging that
its so-called double-
engine governments have
devastated people’s lives
through corruption, abuse
of power and arrogance.

In a strongly worded
statement, Gandhi claimed
that BJP-ruled states are
witnessing a breakdown of
governance where human
lives have been reduced
to mere statistics.

“Topn Priority to Save the Youth,” Says Amit Shah
as India Launches Nationwide Anti-Drugs Drive

B Three-Year Campaign to Target Narco-Terrorism,

Trafficking Networks and Drug Abuse Across the Country

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday announced a
comprehensive three-year
nationwide campaign to
combat drug abuse and
trafficking, calling the
drug menace a form of
narco-terrorism aimed at
destroying the country’s
future generations. The
campaign will begin on
March 31 and continue
through 2029, with clearly
defined targets, timelines

and regular performance
reviews.Chairing the ninth
apex-level meeting of

the Narco Coordination
Centre in New Delhi, Shah
said the drug problem
goes far beyond routine
law and order challenges.
He warned that narcotics
pose a direct threat

to national security by
undermining the physical
health, mental capacity
and social stability of
young people. According

to him, rising drug abuse
is closely linked to
declining productivity and
growing social unrest.The
Home Minister directed
all central government
departments to prepare
a detailed roadmap for
the campaign, supported
by a strong monitoring
mechanism. He stressed
that progress should

be judged by tangible
outcomes on the

ground rather than the

number of meetings or
procedural steps taken.
Calling for a sharper
enforcement approach,
Shah underlined the need
to strengthen command,
compliance and
accountability. He ordered
strict action against drug
kingpins, financiers and
logistical networks that
sustain the illegal trade.

www.goemkarponn.com

editor@goemkarponn.com

goemkarponnnews@gmail.com

True Goemkar at heart HEl H



< Goemkarponn

India Eye Middie-Order Stability

TRUE GOCHMKARS AT HEART

PANAJI T SATURDAY, January 10, 2026

As Tilak Varma Injury Puts
World Gup Plans In Focus

M India Weighs Replacement Options After Tilak
Varma Injury Ahead of Global Tournament

New Delhi: India’s
preparations for the
upcoming T20 World Cup
have been jolted by an
injury setback to middle
order batter Tilak Varma,
who has been ruled out

of the first three T20
internationals against New
Zealand. The bilateral
series, beginning on
January 21, is India’s final
competitive assignment
before the World Cup gets
underway on February

7, making Tilak’s fitness

a key concern for the

team management.Tilak
is currently recovering
and progressing steadily,
with a gradual return to
physical and skill based
training expected once
medical clearance is

granted. However, the
possibility of him missing
the World Cup has
sparked debate over who
should step into his role
if required.The central
argument emerging from
selection discussions

is that India does not
need an opener as a
replacement. Tilak’s role
in the side is firmly in the
middle order, typically
around the No. 3 or No.
4 position. As a result,
players like Shubman Gill
and Yashasvi Jaiswal,

who are specialist
openers, are seen as
unsuitable options for this
vacancy.

Among the strongest
contenders is Shreyas
lyer, who is being viewed
as a natural fit due to
his experience, current
form and ability to anchor
the middle order. lyer
has impressed in recent
domestic performances
and brings seniority,
composure and proven
temperament in high
pressure situations.

M Indian Star Falls In Straight Games To World Number Two Wang Zhiyi In Super 1000 Event

New Delhi: PV Sindhu’s
encouraging campaign

at the season opening
Malaysia Open Super
1000 came to an end on
Saturday after a straight
games defeat to China’s
Wang Zhiyi in the women’s
singles semifinals. The
two time Olympic medallist
went down 16-21, 15-21
against the world number
two, drawing curtains on
India’s challenge in the

prestigious tournament.
Playing her first
competitive event since
returning from a foot injury
that sidelined her for
several months, Sindhu
showed glimpses of her
best form but struggled

to maintain consistency
under sustained pressure.
A series of unforced errors
at key moments proved
costly, particularly after
she surrendered a strong

lead in the second game.
Sindhu began the contest
on an aggressive note,
using her height and
reach to dictate early
exchanges. Crisp cross
court smashes helped her

move ahead quickly, and
she looked confident in
extended rallies. Wang,
however, responded with
composed shot selection
and soft touches at the
net, gradually neutralising
Sindhu’s power game.The
opening game remained
tightly contested through
the middle phase, with
both players struggling

to find depth from the
backcourt.

“Not Easy”: Najmul Hossain Shanto
Admits World Cup Uncertainty Is
Affecting Bangladesh Squad

B Bangladesh Captain Says Off-Field
Controversies Ahead Of T20 World Cup Are
Taking A Mental Toll On Players

New Delhi: Bangladesh
Test captain Najmul
Hossain Shanto has
candidly admitted that the
uncertainty surrounding
his team’s participation in
the upcoming T20 World
Cup in India has begun
to affect the players
mentally, even as they

try to project calm and
professionalism.With the
tournament scheduled

to begin on February 7,
Bangladesh’s campaign
has been overshadowed
by off-field turmoil after
concerns were raised over
security arrangements

in India. The situation
intensified when
Bangladesh Cricket Board
officials sought a change
of venue for the team’s
matches, adding to the
growing unease within the
squad.Shanto said such
disruptions are not new
for Bangladesh during
global tournaments and
often come at the worst
possible time. Reflecting

on his experiences across
multiple World Cups, he
noted that controversies
before major events tend
to impact preparation
and focus, even if
players outwardly claim
otherwise. According

to him, pretending that
everything is normal does
not make the pressure
disappear, and coping
with it is far from easy.
Despite the challenges,
Shanto emphasised that
the players are making

a conscious effort to
separate distractions from
performance. He

said the team’s
responsibility is to remain
focused on delivering
their best on the field,
regardless of where

they play or the
circumstances
surrounding the event.
Bangladesh are
scheduled to play four
matches in India, with
three fixtures in Kolkata
and one in Mumbai.

Goa Cricket Association President

Mahesh Dessai Named Team Manager

B Goa Cricket Association President Named
Team Manager for India—New Zealand Series
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Panaiji: The Goa Cricket
Association President
and former Raniji Trophy
cricketer Mahesh Dessai
has been appointed as
Team Manager for the
upcoming India versus
New Zealand international
series to be played in
India. The appointment
marks a proud moment for
Goa cricket and highlights
the growing national
recognition of the state’s
cricket administration.
Dessai’s selection is
seen as a reflection of
his extensive experience
in the sport, both
on and off the field.
Having represented
Goa as a player and
later contributing as
an administrator, he

has been credited with
strengthening the state’s
cricket structure through
disciplined governance
and professional
management. His new
role places him at the
heart of the Indian team’s
operational setup during
the high profile bilateral
series.

Expressing gratitude
on receiving the
responsibility, Dessai
described the appointment
as an honour and a
privilege.

Legal Titans, Lawyer Ghallengers Set for Title Glash

B Thrilling Run Chase and Disciplined Bowling Seal Final Berths in ACL 2025-26
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Panaiji: Legal Titans

and Lawyer Challengers
booked their places in
the final of the Advocates
Cricket League (ACL)

2025-26 with impressive
semi-final victories at the
GCA Academy Ground
in Porvorim on Friday.
The championship clash
between the two in-form
sides will be played on

Saturday, January 10, with
the first ball scheduled

for 6.00 pm at the same
venue. The first semi-final
produced a high-scoring
thriller, where Legal Titans
pulled off the highest

successful run chase in
the tournament’s history.
United Brothers, who had
topped the league stage,
looked well placed after
piling up a daunting 215 for
4 in their allotted 20 overs.

Goa Team Clinches First Place At National Sqay Championship

B State Shuttles To The Top W|th Elght Gold Medals At Hyderabad Meet

Team Goemkarponn

Panaji: The Goa team
produced a dominant

all round performance

to secure first place at

the 26th National Sqay
Martial Arts Championship
2025-26, held in
Hyderabad, reaffirming
the state’s growing stature
in the discipline at the
national level. The title win
was marked by technical
excellence, disciplined
execution and a strong
competitive spirit across

multiple categories.
Goa’s athletes
delivered a consistent
medal winning display
throughout the
championship, finishing
with an impressive total

of 13 medals. The overall
tally included eight gold,
two silver and three bronze
medals, highlighting the
team’s depth and ability

to perform under pressure
against strong competition

from across the country.
Radhika Yallappa
Hosmani emerged as one
of the standout performers
for Goa, leading the
medal count with two gold
medals and one silver.
Shrushti Suraj Benaknall
also played a crucial role
in the team’s success,
matching Hosmani’s haul
with two gold medals
and one silver. Their
performances provided
early momentum and set
the tone for the team’s
overall campaign.
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