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“Murders, shootings, 
daylight robberies — 
what is happening in 
Goa?” Kejriwal asked 
in a post on X (formerly 
Twitter). “This is a total 
collapse of law and 
order under the BJP.”

Kejriwal Tweets...
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By Satyavatinandan 
Satrekar

he Mhadei matter 
pertaining to the 
damming and 

diversion of the Kalasa-
Bhandura tributaries 
has been pending for 
a long time before the 
Supreme Court. The Goa 
government has, time and 
again, failed to protect the 
interests of the State in 
this crucial inter-state river 
water dispute. The casual 
and improper handling 
of the issue has caused 
irreparable damage to 
Goa’s rights and to the 
livelihoods of people who 
depend on its rivers.

Despite being fully 
aware of the sensitivity and 
legal intricacies involved in 
the Mhadei inter-state river 
dispute, the Government 
chose to appoint senior 
counsels from Mumbai 
who, unfortunately, lacked 
both domain expertise 
in water laws and the 

the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court. When there exists a 
pool of highly experienced 
senior advocates in Delhi, 

with proven records in 
handling such cases and 
an established rapport with 
the judiciary, why did the 
Government not appoint 
them?

These counsels have 
failed even to get the 

hearing, which has now 
been pending for the last 

has given the neighbouring 
State a free hand to push 
ahead with the illegal 
diversion of water through 
the Kalasa-Bhandura 
projects. Karnataka has 
continued these works 
in violation of both the 
Tribunal’s awards and 
the Supreme Court’s 
orders, without obtaining 
approvals from the Central 
Government authorities.

Even more shocking 
is the fact that the illegal 
diversion of the Kalasa 
Nallah waters to the 
Malaprabha river has 
continued uninterrupted 
since 2018. Yet, our legal 
team has not succeeded 
in securing even a stay 
from the Hon’ble Supreme 

contempt petitions.

On the other hand, the 
Government continues 
to spend crores on 
technical consultants from 
outside the State. With 

now in place, how can we 
expect these consultants to 
provide sound and practical 
advice? No sincere 
effort has been made by 
the Chief Engineer and 
the Secretary (Water 
Resources) to look into 
the Kalasa-Bhandura 
matter with seriousness. 
They have failed to ensure 
continuity and proper 
representation of Goa’s 
case before the concerned 
authorities and the court.

As the matter remains 
unheard, Karnataka is 
expected to follow the 
same strategy that proved 
successful in initiating 
the Kalasa project while 
undertaking and completing 
the work of the Bhandura. 
The continued neglect 
by Goa’s authorities 
risks allowing Karnataka 
to advance unchecked, 
undermining Goa’s long-

Mhadei and the livelihoods 
that depend upon it.

T 1Case Pending Before 
Supreme Court 

 The Mhadei matter concerning 
the Kalasa–Bhandura diversion has 
been pending for years without a 
hearing in the Supreme Court.

2 Government’s Failure to 
Protect Goa’s Interests 

 The Goa government has 
repeatedly failed to safeguard the 
State’s rights in this inter-state 
water dispute, causing lasting 
harm to Goa’s interests and the 
livelihoods of its people.

3 Questionable Appointment of 
Legal Counsel 

 Despite the availability of 
experienced Delhi-based senior 
advocates specializing in water 
laws, the government appointed 
Mumbai counsels who lacked 

before the Supreme Court.

4Five Years Without Progress 
  The appointed counsels 

have failed even to get the matter 

prolonged inaction.

5 Karnataka’s Continued Illegal 
Diversion 

 Karnataka has freely continued 
illegal diversion of Kalasa–
Bhandura waters into the 
Malaprabha river since 2018, in 

violation of Tribunal awards and 
Supreme Court directions.

6Failure to Secure Stay Orders 
 Despite two contempt 

petitions, Goa’s legal team has not 
managed to obtain a stay order 
from the Supreme Court.

7Misuse of Funds and Poor 
Technical Advice 

 The government has spent 
crores on external consultants, 

posts have failed to ensure proper 
technical or legal representation.

8  
 The Chief Engineer and 

Secretary (Water Resources) have 
shown a lack of initiative, sincerity, 
and continuity in pursuing the 
Mhadei case.

9Karnataka Set to Replicate 
Strategy 

 With the matter still unheard, 
Karnataka is likely to replicate the 
same strategy that succeeded in 
the Kalasa project for completing 
the Bhandura works.

10Goa’s Position Growing 
Weaker 

 Continued administrative apathy 
and legal mismanagement threaten 
Goa’s control over the Mhadei 
and endanger the river-dependent 
communities.

Main Points

Mhadei Dispute:Mhadei Dispute: Goa’sGoa’s 
Mishandling Leaves State’sMishandling Leaves State’s 
Interests in JeopardyInterests in Jeopardy
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Goa has long enjoyed 
a reputation as one of 
India’s most peaceful and 
laid-back states. But in 
recent weeks, a string 
of violent crimes has 
rattled that image — and 

showdown between Aam 
Aadmi Party chief Arvind 

Kejriwal and the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
government. 
Kejriwal, known for 
his sharp attacks on 
governance failures, took 
to social media to lash out 
at the Pramod Sawant-
led government, claiming 
that “law and order has 
completely collapsed” in 
Goa. His remarks came 

after a series of high-

a murder in Saligao to 
a killing over hill-cutting 
— that have raised 
questions about the 
state’s internal security. 
“Murders, shootings, 
daylight robberies — what 
is happening in Goa?” 
Kejriwal asked in a post 
on X (formerly Twitter). 

“This is a total collapse of 
law and order under the 
BJP.” 
The outburst wasn’t just 
another political jibe. 
It tapped into growing 
unease among Goans 
over rising crime and 
the sense that the police 
force has lost control. 
Over the past month, Goa 
has reported multiple 

cases of assault, land-
related violence, and 
even shootings connected 
to illegal sand extraction. 
For a state that thrives on 
tourism and prides itself 
on safety, such headlines 
have stung deeply. 
Kejriwal’s intervention 
is also politically timed. 
The Aam Aadmi Party 
has been steadily trying 

to strengthen its base 
in Goa since 2017, 
projecting itself as a clean 
alternative to both the 
BJP and the Congress. 
By targeting the 
government’s handling of 
law and order, Kejriwal 
has found an emotive 
issue that resonates with 
both locals and the large

Kejriwal vs BJP:Kejriwal vs BJP: 
Goa’s Law andGoa’s Law and 
Order Under FireOrder Under Fire
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a long time before the 

The Goa Supreme Court. 
government has, time and 
again, failed to protect the 
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this crucial inter-state river 

The casual water dispute. 
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expect these consultants to 
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the Chief Engineer and 
the Secretary (W
Resources) to look into 
the Kalasa-Bhandura 
matter with seriousness. 
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been pending for years without a
hearing in the Supreme Court.

2Government’
Protect Goa’

The Goa government has
repeatedly failed to safeguard the

s rights in this inter-stateState’
water dispute, causing lasting
harm to Goa’
livelihoods of its people.

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

the Kalasa–Bhandura diversion has
been pending for years without a
hearing in the Supreme Court.

s Failure toGovernment’
s InterestsProtect Goa’

The Goa government has
repeatedly failed to safeguard the

s rights in this inter-state
water dispute, causing lasting

s interests and theharm to Goa’
livelihoods of its people.

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

the Kalasa–Bhandura diversion has 6  Despite two contempt
s legal team has notpetitions, Goa’

managed to obtain a stay order
from the Supreme Court.

7Misuse of Funds and Poor
echnical AdviceT

The government has spent
crores on external consultants,

posts have failed to ensure proper
technical or legal representation.

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Despite two contempt
s legal team has not

managed to obtain a stay order
from the Supreme Court.

Misuse of Funds and Poor

The government has spent
crores on external consultants,

posts have failed to ensure proper
technical or legal representation.

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

water dispute. 
and improper handling 
of the issue has caused 
irreparable damage to 

s rights and to the Goa’
livelihoods of people who 
depend on its rivers.

Despite being fully 
aware of the sensitivity and 
legal intricacies involved in 
the Mhadei inter-state river 
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continued these works 
in violation of both the 
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the Supreme Court’
orders, without obtaining 
approvals from the Central 
Government authorities.
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orders, without obtaining 
approvals from the Central 
Government authorities.

Even more shocking 

They have failed to ensure 
continuity and proper 
representation of Goa’
case before the concerned 
authorities and the court.

As the matter remains 
unheard, Karnataka is 
expected to follow the 
same strategy that proved 
successful in initiating 

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

livelihoods of its people.
They have failed to ensure 
continuity and proper 

s representation of Goa’
case before the concerned 
authorities and the court.

As the matter remains 
unheard, Karnataka is 
expected to follow the 
same strategy that proved 
successful in initiating 

3 Questionable Appointment 
Legal Counsel

 Despite the availability of
experienced Delhi-based senior
advocates specializing in water
laws, the government appointed
Mumbai counsels who lacked

before the Supreme Court.

4Five 
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 Despite the availability of

experienced Delhi-based senior
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technical or legal representation.

8 The Chief Engineer and
ater Resources) haveSecretary (W

shown a lack of initiative, sincerity
and continuity in pursuing the
Mhadei case.

9Karnataka Set to Replicate
Strategy

 With the matter still unheard,
Karnataka is likely to replicate the

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

technical or legal representation.

The Chief Engineer and
ater Resources) have

,shown a lack of initiative, sincerity
and continuity in pursuing the

Karnataka Set to Replicate
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counsels from Mumbai 

, lacked who, unfortunately
both domain expertise 
in water laws and the 

the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court. When there exists a 
pool of highly experienced 
senior advocates in Delhi, 
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Malaprabha river has 
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et, our legal 
team has not succeeded 
in securing even a stay 
from the Hon’ble Supreme 

the Kalasa project while 
and undertaking 

the work of the Bhandura. 
The continued neglect 

s authorities by Goa’
risks allowing Karnataka 
to advance unchecked, 
undermining Goa’

Mhadei and the livelihoods 
that depend upon it.

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4the Kalasa project while 
completing and 

the work of the Bhandura. 
The continued neglect 

s authorities 
risks allowing Karnataka 
to advance unchecked, 

s long-undermining Goa’

Mhadei and the livelihoods 
that depend upon it.

The appointed counsels
have failed even to get the matter

prolonged inaction.

5 Karnataka’
Diversion

 Karnataka has freely continued
illegal diversion of Kalasa–
Bhandura waters into the
Malaprabha river since 2018, in

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ithout Progress
The appointed counsels

have failed even to get the matter

prolonged inaction.
s Continued IllegalKarnataka’

Diversion
 Karnataka has freely continued

illegal diversion of Kalasa–
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Malaprabha river since 2018, in

   

  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Karnataka is likely to replicate the
same strategy that succeeded in
the Kalasa project for completing
the Bhandura works.

10 s Position GrowingGoa’
eakerW

 Continued administrative apathy
and legal mismanagement threaten

s control over the MhadeiGoa’
and endanger the river-dependent
communities.
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senior advocates in Delhi, contempt petitions.
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daylight robberies — 
what is happening in 
Goa?” Kejriwal asked 
in a post on X (formerly 
witter). “This is a total TTwitter). “This is a total 
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a reputation as one of 

s most peaceful and India’
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— that have raised 
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law and order under the 
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another political jibe. 
It tapped into growing 

cases of assault, land-
related violence, and 
even shootings connected 
to illegal sand extraction. 
For a state that thrives on 
tourism and prides itself 
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recent weeks, a string 
of violent crimes has 
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force has lost control. 
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force has lost control. 
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